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willed woman, whose great-grandfather had been given the
name "Sforza" on account of his violence and impetuosity,
characteristics prominent in all the Sforza. Hence we now
have a woman raging with tiger-like fury for the murder of
her love, her terrible Sforza nature blazing up in all its
awful madness of blind and passionate ferocity. The guilty,
the families of the guilty (including women, girls, and evt*n
children), all on whom the slightest suspicion (ell, were in-
volved in a general destruction; and there followed indis-
criminate slaughtering, hanging, torturing, banishment and
ruin.- For Giacomo Feo's murder more than one hundred
persons, men, women, and children, suffered various decrees
of misery, over forty of them being put to death in most
cruel ways.

"The beautiful Rosaria Gbetti, the unhappy wife of the
principal assassin of Feo, was dragged to the castle of Korli,
and there with her two little children thrown tlovui a spiked

well-----The dungeons of the castle were turned into abodes

of lamentation and death; the hall where the podeM exam-
ined prisoners rang with the clank of instruments of torture
and the desperate cries of the victims."10

Truly the Sforza nature was a terrible one when roused;
the same qualities which produced such indomitable power
to overcome difficulties and such an unquenchable spirit in
adversity, produced in the hour of vengeance results at which
mankind trembled. Even Catherine's own son, Octavian, then
sixteen, was by her consigned to prison because she shrewdly
suspected that he had had a share in the crime through his
jealousy of Feo, even if he had not instigated it. All Italy
shuddered at such a vengeance. Pope Alexander VI, though
tolerably accustomed to terrible deeds, ventured on a re-
monstrance; but Catherine turned a deaf ear; until her
wrath had destroyed every one and everything connected with
the murder of Giacomo Feo she would listen to nothing.
At length the fury of her wrath was satisfied, and she